
Jan Jekielek
Senior Editor with The Epoch Times

THE ETHICS OF 
ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION



The Ethics of Organ Transplantation 
Jan Jekielek
With

Epoch Times Senior Editor, host of American Thought Leaders, and NYT bestselling author of “Killed to Order”



The Ethics of Organ Transplantation - Jan Jekielek PAGE 0

The Testimony of 
Dr. Jacob Lavee
"In 2005, one of my patients was 
told by his medical insurance 
company to go to China in two 
weeks’ time as he was scheduled 
to undergo heart transplantation 
on a specific date. 
…The patient, indeed, went to China 
and underwent the operation on 
the exact date as promised ahead 
of time.”

Dr. Jacob Lavee
Former Israel Transplantation Society President 
and Director of the Heart Transplantation Unit 

at Sheba Medical Center
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Hippocratic Ethics
Rooted in the 5th-4th century 
BC, this framework focuses on 
the individual patient and the 
number one priority is to 
"first, do no harm.”

Utilitarian Ethics
A modern derivation focusing 
on the "greatest happiness" or 
utility or welfare for the largest 
number of people in society.

Priority is “greatest good for 
the greatest number.”

Two Opposing Frameworks
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Verified death: Clear cardiovascular or brain death definitions.

Voluntary, Informed Consent: Opt-in or verified proxy authorization. 

Dead Donor Rule (DDR): Donors must be dead before removal begins.

Independent organ procurement organizations (OPOs): Manage the 

entire process and are separate from transplant centers to reduce 

conflicts of interest.

Ethical Organ Transplantation
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Compromising these definitions for "utility" leads to ethical revisionism.

Cardiovascular Death
The irreversible cessation of 

circulatory and respiratory 

functions. This is the traditional 

definition used for centuries in 

clinical practice.

Neurological Death
The irreversible cessation of all 

functions of the entire brain, 

including the brainstem. 

Requires rigorous testing and 

peer-reviewed protocols.

Defining the "Moment of Death"
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The Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network’s 
Key Principles:

1.Fairness and Transparency 
2.Objectivity
3.Ethical Foundation 
The “Final Rule” https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK224637/. 

Ethical Organ Transplantation

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK224637/
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Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA) OPTN policies: https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/optn/optn_policies.pdf.

3 General Requirements: 

1.Geographic proximity to donor hospital

2.Medical Urgency Status

3.Compatibility

Placed in a rigid “tier” or “class” group 

based on how one meets the 

requirements.  

3 General Requirements:

1.Composite Allocation Score (CAS)

2.Weighted Patient Attributes 

3.Efficiency and Access Measures 

Eliminates rigid tiers and gives each 

patient a unique CAS based on all 

factors.

The Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network (OPTN) 

Classification-Based Continuous Distribution

https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/optn/optn_policies.pdf
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The Ethics of Living Donation: Kidneys

Voluntary, informed consent: Donors must be fully aware of risks. 

Medical safety: Donation must not pose unacceptable risk. 
Donors undergo extensive medical and psychosocial evaluation.

No payment: Commercial transactions in organs are illegal in 
America and other countries 
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Ethical Violations

Queue jumping: “Multi-listing” at different transplant centers or 
wealthy/influential individuals being prioritized 

Black markets & organ trafficking: In some countries, vulnerable 
individuals will be enticed, coerced, or tricked into giving up their 
kidneys to wealthy foreigners and others in black market systems. 

Iran is the only countries with a “legal,” state-regulated market for 
kidneys. 

The scarcity of organs—the "gap" between supply and demand—
creates a vacuum often filled by exploitation.
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The Testimony of 
Dr. Jacob Lavee
"In 2005, one of my patients was 
told by his medical insurance 
company to go to China in two 
weeks’ time as he was scheduled 
to undergo heart transplantation 
on a specific date. 
…The patient, indeed, went to China 
and underwent the operation on 
the exact date as promised ahead 
of time.”

Dr. Jacob Lavee
Former Israel Transplantation Society President 
and Director of the Heart Transplantation Unit 

at Sheba Medical Center
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The Testimony of 
Dr. Franz Immer
"During my visit in Beijing in 2007, a 
hospital invited us to watch a heart 
transplantation operation. The organizer 
asked us whether we would like to 
have the transplantation operation in 
the morning or in the afternoon.
This means that the donor would die, 
or be killed at a given time, at the 
convenience of the visitors. I refused to 
participate.“

Dr. Franz Immer
Chair of the Swiss National Foundation for 

Organ Donation and Transplantation
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The Testimony of 
Mr. HX
Mr. HX, a patient with chronic renal insufficiency planned to go to China hoping 
for a kidney transplant. A dialysis caregiver introduced HX to a broker. 
In a span of just two weeks, they found four kidney matches, but each time, 
when the kidney was delivered, antibody crossmatching tests came back 
positive, so the operations had to be canceled. 
On Mr. HX’s second trip to China, four more kidneys were tested. 
The surgery was finally done with the eighth kidney on April 23, 2004. 
The doctor in charge told him the kidney came from an executed prisoner who 
had not given consent. 
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Official Advertisements of Short Wait Times
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Official Advertisements of Organ Transplant Prices

Source: China International Transplantation Network Assistance Centre Website (Shenyang City). Archived here: 
http://archive.edoors.com/render.php?uri=http%3A%2F%2Fen.zoukiishoku.com%2Flist%2Fcost.htm+&x=16&y=11 

http://archive.edoors.com/render.php?uri=http%3A%2F%2Fen.zoukiishoku.com%2Flist%2Fcost.htm+&x=16&y=11
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The 2019 China Tribunal 

“Forced organ harvesting has been 
committed for years throughout 
China on a significant scale and that 
Falun Gong practitioners have been 
one – and probably the main – 
source of organ supply.”
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The First Known Survivor: Peiming Cheng
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The First Known Survivor: Peiming Cheng

A Falun Gong practitioner, he was 
imprisoned for his faith in 2002. 
He was forced to undergo surgery 
in Nov. 2004. 
He woke up with a massive 14-inch 
gash across his side. 
Later scans confirmed he is missing 
parts of his liver and half of the left 
lower lobe of his lung. 
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‘Execution by Organ Procurement’ (2022 Paper)

We have documented 71 descriptions of problematic brain death declaration 
prior to heart and lung procurement. From these reports, we infer that 
violations of the DDR took place: given that the donors could not have been 
brain dead before organ procurement, the declaration of brain death could not 
have been medically sound. It follows that in these cases death must have been 
caused by the surgeons procuring the organ.
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A Revealing Obituary for Former Chinese Deputy 
Cultural Minister Gao Zhanxiang (Died at 87)

“Over the years, Gao Zhanxiang waged a 
tenacious battle against illness; having 
undergone numerous organ transplants, 
he would jokingly remark that many of his 
'parts' were no longer his own.”
•Written by Zhu Yongxin, deputy secretary 

general of the 12th Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (The Party’s top 
political advisory body)
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Statement by the International Society for Heart 
and Lung Transplantations (ISHLT)

“Given the body of evidence that the government of the 
People’s Republic of China stands alone in continuing to 
systematically support the procurement of organs or tissue 
from executed prisoners, submissions related to 
transplantation and involving either organs or tissue from 
human donors in the People’s Republic of China will not be 
accepted by ISHLT.”
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A Debate Over Death
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Looking To The Future



The Ethics of Organ Transplantation - Jan Jekielek PAGE 30



The Ethics of Organ Transplantation - Jan Jekielek PAGE 31



The Ethics of Organ Transplantation - Jan Jekielek PAGE 32

Future Solutions?

Xenotransplantation: There’s been preliminary success in recent years 
in genetically modifying pig organs and transplanting them for humans. 

Organoids: Tiny, lab-grown versions of organs. There’s also a push 
for bio-printing, 3D printing organs using a patient’s own cells. 

Artificial organs: Advancements in mechanical heards (VADs) and 
wearable artificial kidneys suggest these may also become a viable path 
forward to deal with organ shortages. 
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